KNOWLEDGE OR ACTION?
again how in this man of thought everything leads to action.
"With Russia it is similar/' he continued unexpectedly. " There everything is primitive and objective. But the intellectuals become prematurely Europeanised and subjectivised. So Dostojewski is subjective and therefore morbid. Primitive people are also subject to mental derangements. Probably through the physical strain of overwork. Also savages and those who live merely by the game that they kill. But their mental troubles are quite different from those which civilised city people have. The latter become mentally unsound because of their perpetual introspection."
I returned to the topic of suicide and questioned him about the development of his investigations.
"Dostojewski had a lot to do with it. In the year J8a a young Russian came to us in Vienna when I was Privat Dozent. He was interested in philosophy. He spoke of Dostojewski, who had died the year before. Then I learned Russian and read every word that Dostojewski had published. It took me two years. Dostojewski wanted to portray the man of the future, but failed. Faust had affected him.
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